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CERES is the largest object in the
asteroid belt between Mars and Jupiter. In
fact, it makes up 30 percent of the
asteroid belt's total mass. Ceres is heavily
cratered, with no atmosphere, and large
amounts of ice underground mixed with
rock and salt. It also has a huge volcano
that likely once erupted with salt and mud,
and a crater with prominent bright, salty
deposits — suggesting the icy subsurface
has erupted in the past and could still be
active.
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Ceres is named for the Roman goddess of
agriculture. The word “cereal” comes from
the same origin.
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