WHY GO To THE MOON?

There are almost as many ahswers to this question as there are Craters on the Moon — depending on your
interests! The Moon formed from Earth, anhd holds a record of Earth’s early history — g record that has been
erased on Earth by restless geologic processes. The Moon will provide scientists with hew Views of early Earth,
how the Earth-Moon system and the solar system formed and evolved, ahd the role of asteroid impaCts in
influencing Earth’s history — and possibly future!

The Moon presents humerous exciting engineering Challenges. It is anh excellent place to test technhologies, flight
Capabilities, life support systems, ahd exploration techhiques to reduce the risks and inCrease the productivity of
future missions. Qur journey Will provide us with the first experience of |iving ahd working oh ahother world,
allowing us to test advanced materials ahd equipment in the temperature and radiation extremes of space. We will
learh how to best employ robots t0 support human tasks, explore remote |ocations, and gather information in
potentially hazardous regions. By successfully establishing a presence on the [Vjooh, we will enhance life on Earth
ahd prepare to explore the rest Of our solar system — ahd beyond!

Keeping astronauts healthy in a lower-gravity and higher-radiation environment thah Earth is ah important
challenge for medical researchers. The potential benefits to all humans are tremendous in terms Of prevention
ahd treatment of bone and muscle 0SS ahd some Cancers. Qther advances in medicine Will follow! EXploration of
the Moonh also Creates hew business opportunities £or technhological innovations and applications and utilization
Of hew resources. Finally, establishing outposts on the Moon enhables adventurers and explorers to extend
exploration ahd settlement to plahets and moons beyond Earth. There is ah entire universe of uhknowns waiting
FOr us to investigate!

Exploration of the Moon is @ global uhdertaking. It offers a shared Challenge that requires investment by manhy
nations. SUCCesS in our journey to the Mooh and beyond requires the preparation and involvement of plahetary
scientists, engineers, mediCal researchers, physiCists, Chemists, mathematiCians, meChanicCs, materials scCientists,
architects, doctors, CommuniCations ahd Safety specCialists, Computer programmers, and mahy others.



