Rubric for Short Activity or Other Materials


[bookmark: _GoBack]Name of Activity/Material: 189. Does the Moon Rotate? Is There Really a Dark Side of the Moon?

Grade Level of Activity/Material: MS

Content Strand the Activity/Material Addresses: Earth’s Place in the Universe

	Element
	Specific Number or Label
	Evidence to Support Inclusion of Element(s)
	Suggestions for Improvement

	Disciplinary Core Idea(s)
	MS-ESS1-1.A
	This activity utilizes 3D models to determine whether the Moon rotates and if there is a dark side of the Moon.
	

	Science and Engineering Practice(s)
	2.	Developing and using models



3.	Planning and carrying out investigations
	Students observe a demonstration that depicts the rotation of the Moon in relation to the Earth.  

Students observe different models to better understand the rotation of the Moon, whether the Moon has a dark side, and if the Moon has a night and a day like the Earth. 
	

	Crosscutting Concept(s)
	1.  Patterns
	Students observe how the Moon rotates in relation to the Earth and learn about the Moon’s orbit.
	

	Overall Thoughts: This simple outdoor activity would help students think more deeply about the rotation of the Moon in relation to the orbit of the Earth. 

	Included in small activity/materials section (Yes or No and Why?): Yes, all needed materials were specified in this activity along with relevant URLs in the background information and helpful hints section. 



