Rubric for Short Activity or Other Materials


Name of Activity/Material: 139. Earth-like Planet Gliese 581-g

Grade Level of Activity/Material: MS

Content Strand the Activity/Material Addresses: The Universe and its Stars
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	Specific Number or Label
	Evidence to Support Inclusion of Element(s)
	Suggestions for Improvement

	Disciplinary Core Idea(s)
	MS-ESS1-3.A: The Universe and its Stars
	Students are presented with data from the planet Gliese and its associated star.
	

	Science and Engineering Practice(s)
	4.	Analyzing and interpreting data

5.	Constructing explanations
	Students are required to analyze data about the planet Gliese and its associated star and subsequently explain and predict phenomena.
	

	Crosscutting Concept(s)
	2.	Cause and effect: mechanism and explanation
	Students examine the relationship between a planet’s distance from a star and the probability of there being water on the planet.
	

	Overall Thoughts: Although there is some question regarding the extent to which this activity aligns with the middle school standards, the activity requires students to engage in higher-order thinking skills.

	Included in small activity/materials section: Yes, this is a somewhat engaging activity that requires higher-order thinking.



