
Art Station: Titan

2005-11-17

DDeAn interactive art lesson. Visitors learn about the science of Titan, one of the most interesting moons of Saturn, while creating their own Titan landscape just as a scientific illustrator would. 

Note: This is our set up at the Denver Museum of Nature and Science.  You should modify it for your own institution.
Equipment Required
	Backstage storage
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	Stage setup
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	Desk, Easel, Board
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	Blue Tape
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	Large Orange paper

Available from

Discount School Supply, Kansas City, KS
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	Black and Light Pencils

Black pencils –  Prismacolor Ebony Jet Black Extra Smooth

Light pencils – Stabilo CarbOthello #104 Ivory
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	Large Crayons 

Nissen Jumbo Solid Paint Markers, JP Nissen Co, Glenside, PA


	[image: image6.jpg]





	Small Orange Paper
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	Titan Posters
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	Clipboards
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	Microphone
	

	Remote control for powerpoint projectors
	

	Pencil Sharpener

Xacto electric pencil sharpener model 1675 IT
	[image: image10.jpg]





Set up procedures
	1) Raise the back drop.
	The switch is located on the back stage wall, stage right directly across from the storage space for the DMNS Weather Central Carts.

	2) Open back stage curtain.
	Pull cord on stage right side.

	3) Roll desk to middle of the stage.  (See spike marks on stage floor.)
	Opening is on the stage left side.

	4) Remove easel from the backstage shelf.
	

	5) Place on desk.
	

	6) Adjust easel.
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There are five knobs that need adjusting. Four of them erect the easel. The top knob adjusts the “board holder.”

	7) Place board on easel. Make sure it is secure.
	Loosen upper knob. Raise the “board holder.” Place board between the top of the “board holder” and the lower shelf. Lower “board holder.” Tighten the knob.

	8) Procure large orange paper
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Measure it. Pull the paper out to the end of the tape.

Rip it. (Achieving the perfect rip takes discipline and hard work.)
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Not like this.



	9) Tape paper to board.
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Use a bit of blue tape at every corner.

	10) Pull out your supplies.
	Paper, posters, large crayons, pencils, and clipboards.

	11) Place large crayons and posters on the desk.
	

	12) Prepare supplies for the visitors. 
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3 clipboards, 3 black pencils, 3 light pencils and 3 pieces of paper per bench.

	13) Put bin of clipboards and supplies at lower stage left.
	These are for late-comers who want to play.

	14) Get microphone and remote control pickle.
	

	15) Lower  backdrop.
	

	16) Load show and open the curtains.
	Show time!


Main Teaching Points

· Titan has similar land forms to Earth, but

· The “rocks” on Titan are made of ice    H2O

· The liquid in Titan’s rivers, clouds, rain, and lakes is methane   CH4
· Titan is covered with organic molecules which make it orange.  These may even be the building blocks of life.

· Scientific illustrators transform hard scientific data into pictures which everyone can understand!

Operating Tips

DOs

· DO encourage every artist to express themselves without judgment.
· DO emphasize the science. 

· DO allow your personality to shine. 

· DO enjoy the process of creating a picture.

· DO wander into the audience to check out some drawings and offer positive feedback.

· DO practice your drawing skills.

· DO rehearse the wording of the script, though reciting it dead letter perfect is not required.

· DO label the elements on your picture 

· DO allow the audience to brag about their pictures.

· DO give them a quick pop quiz at the end of the show.

· DO encourage them to take their pictures home.

· DO remember to hand out the Titan posters.

· DO have fun.

DON’Ts

· DON’T add unscripted material or anecdotes. The show will be too long or will drag.

· DON’T draw something that is not included in the original drawing.

Take Down Procedures

1. Close front curtain.

2. Collect the clipboards, pencils.

3. Put the supplies back where they belong on the shelves.

4. Hang your picture with the others. 

5. Take down the board and place it by the shelves.

6. Take down the easel and place it back in its place on the shelf.

7. Move the desk back to its place.

8. Record your numbers.

9. AND REMEMBER TO SHARPEN YOUR PENCILS AFTER EVERY SHOW !!!!!!!!!!!! [image: image17.jpg]
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            Not Like This!!!








Knobs





  Adjusts the “board holder”
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