Art Station: Titan

Titan.  

The largest moon of Saturn.  

One of the most fascinating places in our Solar System.

It has mountains, beaches, rivers, clouds, and other features, just like Earth, even though it is almost 300 degrees BELOW ZERO Fahrenheit!

And it is one of the few places in our Solar System that harbor organic molecules which MAY be the building blocks of life.

In ART STATION: TITAN, you and your visitors or students will learn about this fascinating world through the technique of Scientific Illustration.  Just as Galileo, Leonardo da Vinci, and other great scientists captured their investigations with scientifically accurate illustrations, so will you.  

This show appeals to kids (and adults) who are interested in science or interested in art.  What’s more, it will expose your audiences to the idea of scientific illustration, a career that they may not have realized even existed.

Background

As part of a grant from the NASA Astrobiology Institute, the Denver Museum of Nature and Science was asked to develop a show about Titan.  Two main themes jumped to the fore: Titan’s interesting organic chemistry and its eerily Earth-like topography.  Titan and Earth are the only bodies in our Solar System with free-flowing liquid on their surfaces.  On Earth, the liquid is water.  On Titan, about -300 º F., much too cold for liquid water, the flowing liquid is methane.  Nevertheless, the same types of processes which have carved the surface of Earth have carved the surface of Titan.  There are even analogies between Earth’s water-based weather and Titan’s methane-based weather.

We chose not to do a typical science show.  Instead, we decided to create a show which is really an art class.  Audience members look at actual photos of Titan then learn to draw a Titan landscape.  All the while, learning about the science of this fascinating moon.

The result has been an overwhelming success for us.  It appeals to kids and adults, scientists and non-scientists, and, we trust, will appeal to your audiences as well.

Everything you need to know about how to recreate the ART STATION: TITAN show at your institution is included on this disk.  We hope you have as much success with this show as we have.

